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Arts groups shut out of public areas in buildings   
 
Developers have been told to stop allowing arts groups and budding artists from using 
public passages in commercial areas, even for free. 
 
Artists and critics have accused the government of going from one extreme to another in 
the face of the outcry over access to privately managed public open areas - especially 
relating to Times Square, which has come under fire for renting out its public piazza and 
for preventing people from sitting or eating there. 
 
The Buildings Department told developers this week to stop accepting public exhibitions 
in public passages because they were not specified in the deeds agreed between 
developers and the government. 
 
Swire Properties' Taikoo Place often hosts without charge non-profit cultural activities in 
pedestrian areas connecting the commercial buildings. 
 
A Swire Properties spokeswoman said at least four exhibitions and arts activities planned 
for the next two months might have to be cancelled. Swire is seeking government advice 
on the issue. 
 
We just want to give a platform to local artists to showcase their talents. She said Swire 
would propose that these activities in future be subject to government approval. 
 
A new clause - saying the government could cancel an activity if it disapproved - could 
be added to new contracts with artists applying to use the venues, she said. 
 
The project manager of City Contemporary Dance Company, Raymond Wong Kwok-
wai, said half the group's funding came from the Home Affairs Bureau. It means that we 
will have to spend public money on rent if a free venue like Taikoo Place is shutting us 
out. 
 
The dance group had planned a short performance and press conference at Taikoo Place 
for May 16 but has had to cancel it. It has been using Swire venues for two years.Mr 
Wong fears the new restriction will stop art groups reaching out to the public. The 
president of the Miniature Art Society, Li Loi-yau, said the government was being 
inflexible. 
 
The pedestrian bridges will be left empty and boring under the policy, she said. The loss 
of public art is in fact a loss to the public. 
 
The society held a miniature exhibition featuring the landscapes and lifestyle of old Hong 
Kong at Taikoo Place last year. 



 
The chairman of the Professional Commons, Albert Lai Kwong-tak, said that instead of 
strictly following deeds' conditions, the government should come up with standards and 
best practice for developers to follow. There are a lot of inconsistencies when it comes to 
using public passages, he said. Why can passage areas in Taikoo Place be used for free 
while those in IFC are charged over HK$10,000? 
 
Institute of Planners vice-president Kim Chan Kim-on said: If the venue is free and the 
activities benefit the community, why not? He added that the requirement of smooth 
passage should be clearly defined. 
 
A Buildings Department spokeswoman said that according to the terms of the deed, the 
owner should keep the dedicated areas free of any obstruction. The government and 
developers must abide by the terms of deeds of dedication, which were legal documents, 
she said. 
 
An IFC spokeswoman said the complex charged HK$15,000 for administration and 
setting up an exhibit. The spaces could only be used for non-profit activities. Copyright 
(c) 2008. South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved. 


